
Minutes 
HOUGHTON TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

May 18, 2026     6:00 P.M. 
HOUGHTON TOWNSHIP BUILDING 
5059 Fourth Street, Eagle River, MI 49950 

 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

● Members Present: Robby Fischer, Julie Hamilton, and Tom Hall, Mel Jones, and Jim 
Huovinen 

● Members Absent: Julie Newman and Linda Paradiso (Linda was available by phone for 
questions and information.) 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/APPROVAL 
● Jim Huovinen motioned to approve the agenda, and Tom Hall seconded.  Motion carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL 
● Jim Huovinen motioned, and Robby Fischer seconded to approve minutes of the April 20, 

2026 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 

● Tom Hall motioned, and Jim Huovinen seconded to  approve the Treasurer’s Report and to 
approve the payment of the bills. Motion carried. 

o Treasures’ Report Balances in accounts as of April 30, 2026 General Fund 
$127,606.59 Water Fund $64,651.29; CD#2 $12,018.41; CD#1 $16,530.66; Cemetery 
Fund $7,083.36 

▪ Spent since March 16th meeting 
▪ General Fund = $12,016.11                                       
▪ Water Fund: = $552.59 
▪  Cemetery Fund:  = 147.76               Grand Total:   $12,716.46 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

● Assessing– Mark Erhart:  No report. 
● Water Department – Mel Jones: Water samples came back negative for bacteria.  Mel is busy 

turning water back on for seasonal residents.  The Administrative Consent Agreement 
(ACA) to address violations with the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act was accepted by 
EGLE. Request for termination of the Agreement is in progress. 
 

● Cemetery – Steve Kline: No report. 
● Elections – Linda Paradiso: Twenty-eight people voted from Houghton Township in the 

May 5 election consolidated with Eagle Harbor township.    
● General Maintenance – Dave Schumacher: Dave is in the process of repairing and replacing 

windows in the township garage.   
● Park – Dan Steck: Dan is tending to repairs in the park and to the fencing panels on the 

lower bridge.   
● Consolidation Committee Report: Robby Fischer has reached out to the offices of 

Markkanen and McBroom, but he has not yet received a response.   
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

● Update on submission of FY27 CDS applications for Water Infrastructure and Community 
Center Improvements 

a. Senator Slotkin advanced the Community Center improvement application to 
committee. Senator Peters did not. Neither office advanced the Drinking Water 
Improvement application. 

b. Both offices are providing support, helping us identify other opportunities for 
drinking water funding.   



● Update on State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) rural Heritage Grant for Community 
Center Improvements – due date June 8 2026 

a. The funding is for up to $100,000.   Priority needs are fire exit stairs and 
heating/cooling units for the upstairs.  Linda and Steve are writing the details and 
will submit to the Board for review. 

 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

● Placement of Copper Country Scenic Byway (CCSB) signage – beach, Community Center or 
other 

a. Three signs are being provided.  One is focused on adventure, one on heritage, and 
one on scenic beauty.  Linda suggests putting them all together. She will ask 
permission to wait to determine the location until we have possession of the signs.   

● Robby Fischer motioned, and Jim Huovinen seconded to approve the use of the 
Community Center and Park for these events.   

a. Chair yoga – weekly 
b. Potluck dinner – either July or August 
c. Music in the Park – July and August 
d. All proceeds to benefit the township.   

● KCHS would like to have their monthly board meeting at the township building Thursday 
June 11, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. Robby Fischer motioned, and Julie Hamilton seconded to 
approve the KCHS’s use of the township building. 

● Jim Huovinen motioned, and Tom Hall seconded to pay $25 an hour to Caleb Swait to make 
the ADA requirements for the township website.   

● Robby Fischer motioned, and Jim Huovinen seconded to spend up to $5,000 to buy a 42-
inch mower. Fifty percent will come from the General Fund, and the other fifty percent will 
come from the Cemetery Fund.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
● Dan Steck requested that we ensure better placement of the dumpster for next winter. 

Robby Fischer offered to make a few calls to Waste Management to figure out how to get 
the second dumpster taken care of. 

● Jim Huovinen suggested we host another Eagle River Garage Sale on the same weekend as 
the Copper Harbor Art Fair.  The Board agreed to bring this up again at the June meeting.  

● Kathy McEvers expressed concern about a business overlay in Houghton Township.  Robby 
Fischer agreed to look into this concern and communicate details.   

● Elaine explained that the KCHS is sorting materials in the building and will see that it is all 
cleaned up soon.   

● Mel Jones suggested a chair lift for the township building staircase.  He wonders if the 
township would approve this addition if the KCHS were to provide funding. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
● Robby Fischer motioned to adjourn, and Jim Huovinen seconded.  Motion carried.   

 
 
I hereby certify that these minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Houghton 
Township meeting held on May 18, 2026, as approved by the township board on ________. 
 
Signed: ___________________ 
            Assistant Township Clerk  
 
Date: _____________________ 
 


